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Fig. 1S. Indoor configuration tests: soil samples were collected in the Balsa Blanca instrumented area (36º56’N, 2°02’W, Almería, Spain), located in the Cabo de Gata Natural Park. This site is representative of a Mediterranean steppe ecosystem, with vegetation dominated by Macrochloa tenacissima (alpha grass), a perennial tussock grass, and open areas of bare soil, stones and biological soil crust.
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Fig. 2S. Outdoor comparison test in the small chamber: soil samples were collected in El Cautivo instrumented area (37º00’N, 2º26’W, Almería, Spain). The area is a thermo-Mediterranean semiarid ecosystem, located in one of the most extensive badlands in Spain, where many types of biological soil crusts show extensive development, as well as physical crusts.
image1.tiff




image2.tiff




