Table 1S. A summary of all traits measured and mentioned in the text.

	Parameters
	Traits / Abbreviations
	Description
	Units

	Growth parameters
	Height
	Plant height: measured with a tape measure.
	cm

	
	Stem diameter
	Stem diameter: measured with a caliper.
	mm

	
	Number of leaves
	Manual counting of the number of sheets.
	un

	
	Robustness coefficient
	Calculated by the ratio (height/stem diameter).
	-

	
	RDM
	Root dry mass.
	g

	
	SDM
	Stem dry mass.
	g

	
	LDM
	[bookmark: _Hlk202117743]Leaf dry mass.
	g

	
	TDM
	[bookmark: _Hlk202117766]Total dry mass.
	g

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk202117792]DMunderground
	[bookmark: _Hlk202117808]Underground dry mass.
	g

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk202117832]DMaerial part
	[bookmark: _Hlk202117846]Aerial part dry mass.
	g

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk202117872]DMunderground / DMaerial part ratio
	[bookmark: _Hlk202117887]The ratio between underground and aerial dry mass.
	g

	Leaf parameters
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118007]THI
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118016]Thickness.
	mm

	
	SUC
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118031]Succulence.
	g m–2

	
	LMA
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118058]Leaf mass per unit area.
	g m–2

	
	SI
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118074]Sclerophylly index
	g mm–2

	
	RWC
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118127]Relative water content.
	%

	Photosynthetic pigments
	Car
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118177]Total carotenoid content.
	mg g–1(FM)

	
	Chl a
	Chlorophyll a
	mg g–1(FM)

	
	Chl b
	Chlorophyll b
	mg g–1(FM)

	
	Chl total
	Total chlorophyll content
	mg g–1(FM)

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118211]Chl a/b
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118229]The ratio between chlorophyll a/chlorophyll b.
	mg g–1(FM)

	Fluorescence parameters
(photosynthesis)
	F0
	Minimal fluorescence from a dark-adapted sample.
	-

	
	FM
	Maximal fluorescence from a dark-adapted sample.
	-

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118287]FV/FM
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118303]Maximum efficiency of photosystem II (PSII).
	-

	
	ABS/RC
	Absorption flux per reaction center (RC) at t = 0.
	-

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118367]TR0/RC
	[bookmark: _Hlk202118379]Trapped energy flux per RC at t = 0).
	-

	
	ET0/RC
	Electron flux transferred per active reaction center (RC) at t = 0.
	-

	
	DI0/RC
	Dissipated energy flux per RC at t = 0.
	-



