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Editorial

Introduction to special issue on chlorophyll fluorescence

The workshop Lipno 1999 was dedicated to the phenomenon of chlorophyll
fluorescence of plants. The technique is presently used so widely that it became
nearly an emotional subject living its own life and using its own complex
language(s). The organizers of the workshop tried to facilitate an open discussion
where any heretic question about the Holy Grail of fluorescence was allowed. The
heresy was motivated positively by the feeling that the attractiveness of the method
may sometimes obscure implicit problems and its clever language may be applied
outside the range of validity.

The goal of the workshop was not so much to answer but rather to formulate
questions regarding the method. Many of the participants were researchers and
students who were working outside of the specialized fluorescence community and
who were using the method as one of many. This feature helped us to ask elemental
questions that may be stimulating even for the gurus of the method.

This special issue of Photosynthetica presents a collection of papers produced by
the participants of the workshop rather than reflection of the discussions at Lipno
1999. The next Lipno 2000 will be dedicated to the plant fluorescence imaging. We
shall try to collect papers that would reflect the workshop discussions and results
accurately.
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